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no distinct party representation  in  Parliament and the con-
stituencies were divided between Liberals and Conservatives,
as in England and Scotland.    But after the year 1870 there
came a   change.     The extension of the  franchise   in   1867,
together with the Ballot Act of 1872, which for the first time
allowed  secret written voting, gave  preponderance   all  over
the kingdom to the more numerous classes of the population
and  thus  rendered  possible  the  emergence  of  the  political
aspirations of the masses in Ireland.    At the same time, more-
over, the old idea of the liberation of Ireland from English
supremacy acquired new shape  and  strength   owing  to the
formation of the "Home Rule"   party.     Elements hitherto
separated could now combine for the one.purpose of demand-
ing the repeal of the Union of   1801, and not a few Irish
Protestants found themselves able to enter into alliance with
the Catholic majority of the people in a joint effort to obtain
self-government for Ireland.    The new party sought to achieve
its end, in defiance of all Irish tradition,  by trying to unite
all Irishmen in its pursuit whatever other political ideals they
might be striving to   attain.     It took up a hostile  position
to both Tories and Whigs and thus enabled all sections of
Irishmen, of both political  tendencies,  constitutionalists and
revolutionary  Fenians,  to  work   together   in   a  reorganised
political  movement.     The  founder and  leader  of  the  new
group, which had decided to enter the Imperial Parliament as
an independent third party, was Isaac  Butt, a moderate poli-
tician, by nature conservative, but driven by his experiences
as counsel for the defence in numerous Fenian prosecutions,
in  the  direction  of  Liberalism.    The meeting at which the
new party was founded was held at Dublin on the igth of
May  1870.    The very first bye-elections brought it success,
and the general election of 1874 gave it a complete triumph :
fifty-nine Home   Rulers were returned to   the parliament in
.which   Disraeli's great cabinet with a majority in the House
was at the head of affairs.1

1 The rise of the Home Rule party is well described in Parnell's
biography by Barry Q'Brien, vol. L, pp. 44-69. For a description of the
inner connection of the new Home Rule party with Fenianism and the
Land League see Davitt, "Fall of Feudalism," pp. 79-115. According to
him the inventor of the name " Home Rule" was one of the founders of
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